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Transfer student Bachelor’s degree success rate at Michigan’s independent 
colleges continues to rise, leading the nation in transfer student success 

Success rate for transfer students at independent, nonprofit colleges and universities in Michigan increased 
8.4% between 2017 and 2021.  

 

 

Independent colleges and universities are a top destination for students transferring from community 
colleges in Michigan. About 20% of transfer students seeking a bachelor’s degree in Michigan choose an 
independent college or university.  

The 2021 average 8-year bachelor’s degree success rate for transfer students at an independent college or 
university in Michigan was 70%. The rate is up 8.4% from 65% in 2017 and 2018. Twelve of Michigan’s 
independent colleges and universities have transfer student success rates over 70% with some as high as 
91%.  

Nationally, Michigan is a leader in transfer student success. Transfer students complete a bachelor’s degree 
at independent colleges and universities nationally at 58%. This rate has not changed since 2017 when the 
data started to be collected. 

If you have any questions or would like further information, don’t hesitate to reach out. 

Please contact MICU for further information or questions. ccesaro@micolleges.org 


